
Steps the BLM & FS follow in approving an Exploration License Application 

PERMITTEE   BLM FIELD OFFICE  BLM EASTERN FOREST SERVICE 

 OR OPERATOR        |   STATES OFFICE  (RO and/or Forest) 

 |         |             |          |  

 |         |                                             | 

        

 

 

 

(1) Submits  site-

specific exploration 

& reclamation plans 

 

(2) Forwards 

copy to FS 

(3) Reviews plans 

(3) Reviews 

Plans 

(4) Attends surface 

inspection 

(4) Conducts surface 

inspection w/FS & 

application 

(4) Attends surface 

inspection 

(5) Conducts 

environmental, threatened 

and endangered species, 

cultural resources review; 

provides documentation 

for concurrence 

(6) Issues “conditions of 

approval”; provides 

threatened and endangered 

species, cultural resources 

clearances 

(7) Prepares and signs 

environmental 

decision - document 

for exploration 

approval 

(8) Reviews bond 

level to determine if 

larger bond is 

necessary 

(9) Requests 

enlarged 

permit bond 

if necessary 
(10) 

Submits 

increase to 

bond if 

necessary 

(11) Accepts 

bond 

(12) Issues letter 

of authorization 

with FS and BLM 

“conditions of 

approval” attached 

(13)Receives letter 

authorizing 

exploration 

(13)Receives letter 

authorizing 

exploration 

(14) Conducts 

exploration (14) Conducts 

periodic inspections 

(14) Conducts 

periodic inspections 

(17) Releases bond after all 

sites have been reclaimed to 

BLM and FS standards 

(16) Conducts post 

reclamation inspection 

Informs BLM when 

complete 

 

(15) Conducts 

periodic inspections 

(15) Reclaims 

disturbance 

(15) Conducts 

periodic inspections 

(16) Conducts post 

reclamation inspection 

Licensee must offer buy-in 

from interested parties by 

notice in local or regional 

news outlets once a week for 

three weeks running 


